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IN THE CLAIMS: 

1-4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Currently Amended) A remote control device that controls anv of a plurality of 
apparatuses bv transmitting a remote control signal for controlling a target apparatus in response 
to ft WW gpgHtffrn. according to Claim 4 t further comprising: 

a self-poshicm detecting unit opera ble to detect a position of the Temote_amtol 
favjp? qnd generate self-position information indicating the position: 

an apparatus spstifrrog operable Bn^nfy mrc nf Are aroaatww w ftg 

target anoaffift^ , frased on flie generated self-position infonnation and a predetermined criterion: 
a control operation detecting unit operable to detect a user operation: 

3 wmmiftting writ fflirerafrk to trengmfr $ signal gwropgnffing to 

ftg detected nag acmttaa; 

an gppEfffftofl ppgiti?n ob^mmg writ gwrafrte to obtain rnwff^ yreffga 

information indicating positions of the apparatuses, wherein the apparatus specifying unit 
specifies one of the apparatuses as the target apparatus b ased on (ft a distance between the 
remote control device and flue ftftfflfnffri Apparatus position information for each of foe 
a pparatuses, the distance being calculated bv referring to the obtained apparatus position 
information and the generated self-position information, and (it) the predetermined criterion, 
wherein the predetermined criterion is a positional relation between the remote control device 
and each of the apparatuse s; and wherein the apparatus specifying unit specifies, as the target 
apparatus, an apparatus to t is closest in distance to the remote control device out of the 
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a switch operation detecting unit operable to detect a user operation for switching 
the target apparatus, wherein 

when the switch operation detecting unit detects the user operation for switching 
the target apparatus after at least one of the apparatuses has already been specified, the apparatus 
specifying unit newly specifics, as the target apparatus, an apparatus that is next closest in 
distance to the remote control device with respect to a last specified apparatus, and 

the remote control signal transmitted from (he transmitting unit is for controlling 
the newly specified apparatus and corresponding to the user operation detected by the controlling 
operation detecting unit 

i 

6. (Original) A remote control device according to Claim 5, fUrthcr comprising: 

an apparatus information obtaining unit operable to obtain apparatus information 
corresponding to an apparatus specified as the target apparatus by the apparatus specifying unit; 
and 

an image displaying unit operable to display an image, every time the apparatus 
specifying unit newly specifies one of the apparatuses, based on the apparatus information 
corresponding to the newly specified apparatus. 

7; (Original) A remote control device according to Claim 6, wherein 

die apparatus information obtaining unit makes a request to the apparatus for fee 
apparatus information of the apparatus and obtains the apparatus information from the apparatus 
by communicating with the apparatus specified by file apparatus specifying unit; and 
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the transmitting unit transmits a remote control signal determined based on the 
obtained apparatus information corresponding to the newly specified apparatus, the remote 
control signal corresponding to the operation detected by the control operation detecting unit 

8. (Original) A remote control device according to Claim 5 » wherein 

the switch operation detecting unit detects the user operation for switching the 
target apparatus by sensing a vibration stronger than a predetermined intensity. 

9. (Currently Amended) A remote control device that controls anv of a plurality of 

ammatottBa fry transmitting a raaate rentrol signal fig wnfrvlling a tares! apparatus in regpross 

to a user operation, aooogdina to Claim 3i comprising: 

a seif-pps ft te a dflgptiiiffl mit operate to detect a wrftfw Qf fog wnpy] 
deagg and Seagate relf-wgitim iafimatiaa adfratiag the petition; 

an apparatus specifying unit operable to specify one of the apparatuses as the 
target apparatus, based on the generated self-position information and a predetermined criterion: 

a control operation detecting tmit operable to detect a user operation: 

a transmitting unit operable to transmit a remote control signal corresponding to 
the detected user operation: 

an apparatus position obtaining unit operable to obtain apparatus position 
information indicating positions of fee apparatuses, wherein the npnaratus specifying unit 
specifies one of the apparatuses as the target apparatus based on ffl a distance between the 
remote control device and the obtained apparatus position information for each of the 
a pparatuses, the distance being cal culated by referring to the obtained anparatua^poaitipn 
inforrnatiop and the generated self-positioTL reformation, and fift the redetermined criterion. 
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wfterein the predetermined criterion is a positional relation between the remote control device 

m4 safift of to apparatuses: 

wherein the self-position information also indicates a feeing direction of the 
remote control device, the feeing direction corresponding to a direction in which the transmitting 
unit transmits the remote control signals mainly, and 

the apparatus specifying unit specifies, as the target apparatus, an apparatus that is 
closest in distance to the remote control device out of fee apparatuses positioned in an area 
within a predetermined angle in the feeing direction of the remote control device. 

10. (Currently Amended) A remote control device that controls any of a plurality of 
^ppammaes bv transmitting a remote control signal for controlling a target apparatus in response 
to a user operation, oooofding to Claim 3, further comprising: 

a self-position detecting unit operable to detect a position of the remote control 
device and generate self-position information indicating the position: 

an apparatus specifying unit operable to specify one of the apparatuses as the 
target apparatus, based on the generated self-position information and a predetermined criterion: 

ft control operation defrrtipg p^t ecgabk 19 detect ? user operation; 

p transmitting unit operable to transmit a remote control signal corresponding to 

the AfoKtsfl ^rer operation; 

an apparatus position obtaining unit operable to obtain apparatus position 
information indicating positions of the apparatuses, wherein the apparatus specifying unit 
specifies one of the app aratuses as the target apparatus based on ffl a distance between the 
remote control device and the obtained apparatus position information for each of the 
apparatuses, the distance b eing calculated bv referring to fee obtained apparatus position 
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information and the generated self-position information, and (ii) the piedetemtined criterion. 
wherein the predetermined criterion is a oositf ftnftl relati on between the remote c ontrol device 
fflfl gflgfr Qf the apparatuses; and 

a record storing unit operable to store an operation history of an apparatus 
specified as the target apparatus by the apparatus specifying unit when the control operation 
detecting unit detects the user operation, wherein 

according to the operation history stored in the record storing unit, the apparatus 
specifying unit specifies, as the target apparatus, one of the apparatuses whose distance to the 
remote control device is closer than a predetermined distance. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A remote control device that controls any of a plurality of 
apparatuses bv transmitting a remote control signal for controlling a target apparatu s in response 
to a user operation, according to Claim 3, further comprising: 

a self-position detecting unit operable to detect a position of the remote control 
device and generate self-pos ition information indicating the position: 

an apparatus specify in g unit operable to specify one of the apparatuses as the 
target apparatus, based on the generated sel f-position information and a predetermined criterion: 

a control operation detectin g unit operable to detect a user operation: 

a transmitting uni t operable to transmit a remote control signal correspondjngJO 
the detected user operation: 

an a pparatus position obtaining unit operable to obtain wpqrgms^stfim 
information indicating positio ns of the apparatuses, wherein the apparatus specifying Midi 
ypecrfies one of the apparatuses a* the target apparatus baaed on (ft a distance between the 
remote control device and the obtain ad grroaiatua position infonnation for each of the 
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apparatuses, the distance bring calculated bv....»fl^r-iD...flft...Qbtahied apparatus position 
jnfpnnafion and the ge flgrajed self-position information, mt\ fift the predetermined criterion. 
wherein the predetennined criterion is a positional relation between the remote control device 

and gash af fta araaatoagg; and 

a time unit for keep itig time , wherein 

according to the time indicated by the time unit, the apparatus specifying unit 
specifies, as the target apparatus* one of the apparatuses whose distance to the remote control 
device is closer than a predetermined distance. 

12-18. (Cancelled) 

19. (Currently Amended) A remote control device according to Claim 1 8 furth er 
feefadiag for controlling anv one of a plurality of apparatuses bv transmitting a remote control 
si gnal of a predetermined format that activates a selected apparatus in response to a user 
gp^Qn,cQmpTisinff; 

a remote control housing member having user interface controls; 

a transmitting unit operativelv connected to the user interface controls for 

tnmgmjttmg ft wireless remote control signal; 

a self-position detecting unit in the remote control housing member mat detects a 
spatial location of the remote control device and provides a corresponding siflna.1 repregentati ve 

o f a pir y gi caUocatiOLi; and 

an apparatus specifying unit for prioritizing : ■ when more than one of the plurality 
of apparatus are within an operative ranee of the transmitting unit one of the plumlftv apparatus 
based on the corresponding signal representative of the physical location of the remote control 
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housing member and pre determined criterion entered into the remote control device, wherein a 
first in order of priority apparatus from the plurality of apparatus has the user interface controls 
automatically customize d to the control characteristics of the first in order of prioritized 
apparatus and the transmit*^ automatically transmits a wireless remote control signal of a 
predeterrnined format for co ntrolling the prioritized apparatus when a user activates the interface 
controls: 

wherein the predetermined criterion provides the spatial locations of to plurality 
of apparatus within the operative range of the transmitting xm\t 

wherein the apparatus specifying unit prioritizes those plurality of apparatus 
within the operating ranee of the transmitting unit based on the physically closest distance 
apparatus to the remote control device: and 

a switch operation detecting unit that determines a user input, on the interfile 
controls to automatically switch the remote control device to control an apparatus that is the next 
shortest in distance to the remote control device in the order of priority from the apparatus 
specifying unit. 

20. (Cancelled) 

2 1 . (New) A remote control device according to Claim 5, 

• wherein the self-position information also indicates a facing direction of the 
remote control device* the feeing direction corresponding to a direction in which the transmitting 
unit transmits the remote control signals mainly, and 
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the apparatus specifying unit specifies, as the target apparatus, an apparatus that is 
closest in distance to the remote control device out of die apparatuses positioned in an area 
within a predetermined angle in the feeing direction of the remote control device. 

22. (New) A remote control device according to Claim 5, Anther comprising: 

a record storing unit operable to store an operation history of an apparatus 
specified as the target apparatus by the apparatus specifying unit, when the control operation 
detecting unit detects the user operation, wherein 

according to the operation history stored in the record storing unit, the apparatus 
specifying unit specifies, as the target apparatus, one of the apparatuses whose distance to the 
remote control device is closer than a predetermined distance. 

23. (New) A remote control device according to Claim 5, further comprising: 
a time unit for keeping time, wherein 

according to the time indicated by the time unit, the apparatus specifying unit 
specifies, as the target apparatus, one of the apparatuses whoso distance to the remote control 
device is closer than a predetermined distance. 
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